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I. Introduction 
 

The General Assembly (GA) is the representative organ of the United Nations in charge of               
policymaking. In the GA important decisions and questions are addressed to maintain peace and              
security, however the GA also manages new members and budgetary matters. In the General              
Assembly each country has one vote. Further functions and powers of the GA include reaching               
specific goals to attain peace, security and disarmament along with development and poverty             
eradication. As well as, safeguard rights, protect rule of law, protect our common environment, and               
strengthen the United Nations. The GA also may consider and approve the United Nations budget               
and establish the financial assessments of Member States. Also, it elects the non-permanent             
members of the Security Council and the members of other United Nations councils and organs and,                
on the recommendation of the Security Council, appoint the Secretary-General. And finally, they             
consider and make recommendations on the general principles of cooperation for managing            
international peace and security, including disarmament; and discuss any questions relating to            
international peace and security and, except where a dispute or situation is currently being              
discussed by the Security Council, make recommendations on it.  

Enforced disappearance are frequently used as a strategy to spread terror within society.             
The feeling of insecurity and fear it generates is not limited to the close relatives of the disappeared,                  
but also affects communities and society as a whole. Enforced Disappearances were largely used by               
military dictatorships, disappearances now happen in every region in the world and a wide range of                
contexts. They are commonly carried out in internal conflicts, particularly by governments trying to              
repress political opponents or by armed opposition groups. Globally, the vast majority of victims of               
enforced disappearance are men. However, it is women who most often lead the struggle to find out                 
what happened in the minutes, days and years since the disappearance, putting themselves at risk               
of intimidation, persecution and violence. On top of this, the disappeared person is often the               
family’s main breadwinner, the only one able to cultivate the crops or run the family business. This                 
is then made even worse by some national laws that don’t let you draw a pension or receive other                   
support without a death certificate. Many victims of enforced disappearance have been arbitrarily             
arrested or detained, in other words, arrested or detained without a warrant of arrest. A               
disappeared person is also at a high risk of torture since they are placed completely outside the                 
protection of the law. A victim’s lack of access to legal remedies puts them in a terrifying situation of                   
complete defencelessness. Victims of enforced disappearance are also at heightened risk of other             
human rights violations, such as sexual violence or even murder. Enforced disappearances are a              
serious problem in many countries, in all regions of the world; from Mexico to Syria, from                
Bangladesh to Laos and from Bosnia and Herzegovina to Spain. Recently, Amnesty International has              
documented disappearances carried out by some of the worst offending countries. 
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II. History and Description of the Issue 
 
Vocabulary 

The International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced           
Disappearance defines enforced disappearances as people that “are arrested, detained or abducted            
against their will or otherwise deprived of their liberty by officials of different branches or levels of                 
Government, or by organized groups... (with) direct or indirect, consent or acquiescence of the              
Government, followed by... refusal to acknowledge the deprivation of their liberty, which places             
such persons outside the protection of the law” (General Assembly 1). According to the United               
Nations, enforced disappearances are defined by three events: deprivation of liberty against the will              
of the person, involvement of government officials, at least by acquiescence and refusal to              
acknowledge the deprivation of liberty or concealment of the fate or whereabouts of the              
disappeared person.  

 

Origins and Causes 
Countries with most instances of enforced disappearances include Syria, where 82,000           

people have been subjected to enforced disappearance in Syria since 2011. The overwhelming             
majority of those have vanished into a network of government detention centres, but more than               
2,000 individuals have gone missing after being detained by armed opposition groups and the              
armed group that calls itself the Islamic State. Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka has one of the world’s highest                  
number of disappearances, with between 60,000 and 100,000 people vanishing since the late             
1980s. The mass disappearance of those who surrendered at the end of the country’s armed conflict                
is a clear indication of the institutionalization of the practice, with the state concealing the fate and                 
whereabouts of the missing. Argentina, Perhaps the best-known instance of mass enforced            
disappearances in the 20th century was the last dictatorship in Argentina. During military rule in               
the South American country between 1976-1983, the security forces abducted around 30,000            
people, many of whom are still unaccounted for widespread as well as systematic human rights               
violations occurred, with torture and extrajudicial executions on a grand scale, including notorious             
“death flights” in which victims were dropped to their deaths from military planes or helicopters.               
Colombia, the armed conflict that Colombia has suffered for more than half a century has given the                 
country the first place in the list of Latin American nations with the highest number of forced                 
disappearances. Statistics from the Observatory of Memory and Conflict of the National Center of              
Historical Memory (CNMH), account for about 83,000 people who disappeared between 1958 and             
2018. Mexico, In Mexico, the war between cartels has become one of the main causes of death in the                   
country. Figures from the National Registry of Data of Missing or Missing Persons (RNPED) indicate               
that until April 30, 2018, the whereabouts of 36,265 people were unknown. The causes of these                
disappearances are not clarified and therefore the organism specifies that many of these could not               
be forced. And finally Guatemala, Official reports from Guatemala suggest that during 2003 and              
2014, an average of five people disappeared per day, many of them in the hands of state security. 
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Impact 

Enforced disappearance is a serious violation of human rights. Systematically perpetrated           
against civilians, it is considered a crime against humanity. The International Convention for the              
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (2010) compels States to fight enforced             
disappearance on their respective territories. In particular, it affirms the right of individuals to              
know the fate of their disappeared relatives, and to obtain justice and reparation. Other relevant               
international instruments concerning the enforced disappearance of persons are: United Nations           
Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (1992), Inter-American            
Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons (1994), and Statute of the International Criminal             
Court (1998). The UN also began The Committee on Enforced Disappearances (CED) oversees             
implementation of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced             
Disappearances (“the Convention”) through its consideration of State reports, individual          
complaints, and inter-State complaints; requests for urgent action and inquiries; and, its            
preparation of general comments, substantive statements, and thematic discussions. As of October            
2019, 62 States are parties to the Convention. The CED oversees implementation of the              
International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances (“the            
Convention”) through its consideration of State reports, individual complaints, and inter-State           
complaints; requests for urgent action and inquiries; and, its preparation of general comments,             
substantive statements, and thematic discussions. As of October 2019, 62 States are parties to the               
Convention. General Assembly resolution 69/209 of 21 December 2010, declared 30 August the             
International Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappearances. The resolution's preamble notes that             
"30 August has been observed in many countries around the world as the International Day of the                 
Victims of Enforced Disappearances". 

 

I. International Response and Bloc Analysis 
 

Some possible solutions to prevent and seek justice on enforced disappearances around the             
world are calling on governments to investigate and, if there is sufficient admissible evidence,              
prosecute those suspected of criminal responsibility in fair trials before ordinary civilian courts             
without recourse to death penalty. As well as, make enforced disappearance, either committed by              
state agents or armed non-state actors, criminal under national law and punishable by appropriate              
penalties which take into account its extreme seriousness. Implement the International Convention            
and accept the jurisdiction of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances (CED) to receive and              
consider communications from or on behalf of victims and other states parties. Make sure survivors               
and people who have lost their loved ones receive reparation – this includes compensation,              
rehabilitation, restitution and a guarantee that it won’t happen again. Institutions like Amnesty             
International and the UN are working on urging governments across the globe to implement these               
solutions to prevent further injustice and improve peace and security. The international community             
must take steps to end enforced disappearances.  
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I. Committee Mission 
 
Mission 
The committee needs to work together in order to draft a resolution to which all countries agree to. 
All delegates must understand the sensitivity and gravity of the issue. Some possible considerations 
could be to increase the presence of organizations fighting enforced disappearances in countries 
which have such cases reported frequently. The committee should look for both short and long 
term solutions to prevent enforced disappearances from occurring and protect the rights of citizens 
in all countries. 
 
Questions for Further Consideration  
 
Some questions delegates should keep in mind when finding solutions to this problem are: 
 

1. How reliable can information reported by countries governments regarding these types of 
disappearances be? 

2. How can Governments take steps to ensure that the protection of human rights is 
guarantees as regards the prevention of enforced disappearances?  

3. How can civil society organizations work with Governments to stop enforced 
disappearances?  

 
 

I. Annotated links for further research  
 

a)  Country Links 
UN Member States: This link provides an overview of each country in the context of the United 
Nations.  
 
The World Factbook: Provides information of all the nations of the world by the Central Intelligence 
Agency.  
 

b) Committee Links 
https://www.un.org/en/ga/ :This is the link to the General Assembly webpage. It provides the 
committee’s mission as well as current events. 
 

c) Topic Links 
Enforced Disappearances by Amnesty International  
Enforced Disappearances Q&A by Amnesty International  
Human Rights: From Practice to Policy  

http://www.un.org/en/member-states/
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
https://www.un.org/en/ga/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/disappearances/
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/32000/ior510102011en.pdf
http://humanrightshistory.umich.edu/files/2012/07/Zalquette.pdf
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