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I. Introduction  
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) was established on           

December 14, 1950 by the General Assembly. The UNHCR was called upon by the General Assembly                
to be the primary organization in coordinating assistance to refugees and other persons of concern               
(stateless persons, internally displaced persons, and returnees). Since then, the UNHCR has            
continuously adapted and expanded in order to address any refugee crisis the world may be facing.                
The main functions of the UNHCR include: providing protection and assistance to refugees, working              
together with governments to find solutions to their plight, and striving to ensure that everyone can                
exercise the right to seek asylum and find safe protection in another State with the voluntarily                
choice to return home at any point. This committee is and should be an exclusively non-political                
character; it shall focus solely on the humanitarian and social aspects in regards to the groups of the                  
refugees. Furthermore, pursuing permanent solutions concerning any refugee crisis is fundamental.           
The UNHCR intends to follow any policies given by the General Assembly or the Economic and                
Social Council (ECOSOC).  

According to the CIA World Factbook, the population of the West Bank is 2,798,494 and               
1,836,713 in the Gaza Strip. Both of these regions are Palestinian territories and Muslim dominated,               
80% and 99% respectively. This region is evidently living under the occupation of Israel which is                
currently violating the rights of nearly five million Palestinians. The International Court of Justice              
(ICJ) strongly reiterates that Israel has the obligation to apply the International Convention on Civil               
and Political Rights, the International Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and other              
treaties to the Palestinian Territories. Nevertheless, Israel continues to disregard this requirement            
by refusing to protect and satisfy the human rights of Palestinians. Violations include: the unlawful               
killing of Palestinians by Israeli soldiers, the arbitrary military court system Palestinians are trailed              
under, the ineffective ability for Israel to enforce the law for violent acts against Palestinians, and                
more. In addition to the violation of the human rights of Palestinians, Israel is breaking               
international laws. Israel has been unlawfully transferring Israeli civilians to Occupied Palestinian            
Territories (OPT). This very explicitly violates international humanitarian law and is highly            
condemned by many of the international community, including the United Nations (UN).  

The Israeli–Palestinian conflict is an ongoing struggle that not only regards territory disput,             
but the exploitation of a population of people. Israel continues to implement direct and              
discriminatory constraints on the human rights of Palestinians.  
 

II. History and Description of the Issue  
 
Vocabulary 
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To understand the complexity of the Israeli–Palestinian conflict, the committee and its 
delegates must understand key terminology. The definition of a refugee, as laid out in the 
general overview of the UNHCR by the UN, is “any person who is outside the country of his 
nationality, or if he has no nationality, the country of his former habitual residence, because he has 
or had a well-founded fear of persecution by reason of his race, religion, nationality or political 
opinion and is unable or, because of such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of the 
government of the country of his nationality, or, if he has no nationality, to return to the country of 
his former habitual residence.” Within the term of a refugee are specific categories: women, 
children, special groups (those who are particularly vulnerable such as elderly), and other persons 
of concerns as stated previously. Additionally, when referring to the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories (OPT), these territories refer to the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including East 
Jerusalem. As mentioned, Israel is building jewish settlements in these territories which has to do 
with the colonial movement called Zionism. Zionism is nationalistic belief that Judaism is both a 
nationality and religion. Thus, this drives the belief that Jews deserve Israel due to it being their 
ancestral homeland. It is largely debated in the international community including the UN whether 
Zionism is racist/racial discriminating (“Chapter 3”). The settlements can range from a person to 
entire cities. The number of Jewish settlers in the OPT has risen to 600,000. In these territories, 
Israeli’s and Palestinies have different laws applied to each. For instance, Israeli’s are allowed to 
carry weapons, which are often used to attack Palestinians. Israel has also been suspected to 
practice ethnic cleansing against Palestinians. Ethnic cleansing refers to the plan to drive out a 
particular ethnic group. In this specific situation in Israel, the cleansing has consisted of three 
stages. The first stage was trying to drive out the Palestinians out of their homes with violent 
uprisings. The second stage was to eliminate Palestinians historical connection to the land. The 
third stage is to ensure that there is no motivation for Palestinians to return home. To effectively 
drive Palestians out of their homes, Israel has implemented collective punishments. Collective 
punishment is a method that consists of punishing entire families, communities, or cities for the 
behavior of a small number of people or one person. Collective punishment is clearly banned by 
article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention and Israel (Jazeera). Lastly, it must be noted that the 
borders of this region are not properly agreed upon. Palestine is not a country, but is recognized by 
more than 135 UN members as a sovereign state. The Palestinian Authority (PA) self-rules parts of 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip.  

 
Origin 
 

The conflict between Palestine and Israel dates back to the early 1900s and although 
religion is a topic of concern, the main issue is that two groups of people, Palestinians and Jewish 
Israelis, feel entitled to the same piece of land. In the late part of the 19th century, the Ottoman 
empire consisted of the Eastern Meditarreanean with religious diversity. At the time the population 
was 87% Muslim, 10% Christian, and 3% Jewish and lived with little to no conflict. However, at the 
beginning of the 20th century, Arabs in this community began to develop a nationality of their own 
instead of being just Arabs. This would become the Palestinian identity. In addition, at this time 
Zionism started to emerge and Jews began to seek a place to establish their own nationality. Jewish 
people had been so heavily discriminated and persecuted that they felt that it was vital for them to 
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establish a homeland for them to be safe. Since Israel held ancestral connections to the Jews, 
many started to migrate there. When the Ottoman Empire fell after World War I, the British and 
French Empire split the Middle East. The Biritish took control of the region that was Palestine, 
calling it the British Mandate for Palestine. Jewish immigration continued to grow significantly in 
preceding years. Many of the Jewish people were fleeing Europe due to the growing antisemitism 
feelings leading up to World War II. Tensions began to grow as Jews began to settle on Palestinian 
dominated communites and farmland. Some of this land had been purchased by Zionist leaders or 
Palestinians farmers were evicted and replaced by Jewish settlers. This caused violent acts between 
both groups of people. Arabs strongly opposed Jewish immigration to the point where in 1936, the 
Arabs revolted against the British. The effect of the revolt was that the British began to limit Jewish 
immigration and work towards establishing a land that would be divided accordingly. Nevertheless, 
before this plan could be compromised, World War II broke out. The Holocaust drastically 
increased Jewish immigration to Palestine and furthermore pushed the world to support the 
creation of a Jewish state. In 1947, The United Nations (UN) voted for Palestine to be divided into 
two separate states, Israel for the Jews and Palestine for the Arabs. Jerusalem would become an 
international city. This plan was accepted by the Jews, but ultimately rejected by the Arabs 
(O’Shea). Then, in 1948 the Arab-Israeli wars broke out and carried into the year 1949. These wars 
are categorized as series of military conflicts between Israeli and Arab forces. To the Israeli’s this is 
known as the War of Independence because Israel gained more land, beyond the frontier 
established by the UN. Israel now controlled all of the Palestinian territory except Gaza and the 
West Bank. Gaza was controlled by Egypt and the West Bank by Jordan. To the Arab’s this was a 
significant defeat as it not only took large portions of their land, but caused thousands of 
Palestinians to be displaced from their homes and become refugees. Today, the number of 
Palestinian refugees amounts to nearly seven million. Although the Arab-Israeli wars ended, the 
reality is that these wars were the beginning of a very long and complicated conflict that continues 
to this day. It marked the beginning of a very belligerent relationship between Israeli’s and 
Palestinians.  

Since Palestine was evidently under the control of Israel, in 1964 the Palestinian Liberation 
Organization (PLO) was created with the goal of liberating Palestine. Violent forces broke out again 
between the two groups on June 5-10, 1967. This is known as the Six-Day War. Only this time the 
war was not only between Israeli’s and Palestinians, but included neighboring Arab countries. This 
proved to be another victory for Israel. Israel seized the Golan Heights from Syria, the West Bank 
from Jordan, both the Gaza Strip and the Sinai Peninsula from Egypt, and gained full control of 
Jerusalem (“Arab-Israeli Wars”). Consequently, Israel began to buy land in Israeli occupied 
Palestine. Under international law, these settlements of Israeli’s are illegal, but since Israel does not 
recognize Palestine as legitimate, Israel does not acknowledge the illegality of their actions. To 
work towards a more peaceful and compromising future, in 1978 the United States decided to get 
politically involved in the conflict. The Camp David Accords is an agreement between Israel and 
Egypt to stop the state of war between the two. The outcome of this agreement was a plan to make 
Palestine self-governing in the West Bank and Gaza, sign a peace treaty between Israel and Egypt, 
and to work out a similar peace treaty between Israel and other Arab countries. Along with that, 
Israel agreed to liberate Sinai from Israel’s control and Egypt agreed to opening the Suez Canal to 
Israeli ships. Although this seemed as a step towards peace with Arabs countries and Israel, this led 
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to Egypt being removed from the Arab League, which Egypt is a founding member of (Carter). As 
Israel continued to move settlers into Palestine, frustration amongst Palestinians soared and led 
them to the First Intifada. In context of the Palestinian conflict, an Intifada is an uprising against 
Israli occupation. The first Intifada occurred in 1987 and lasted until 1993. Hundreds of thousands 
of Palestinians took part in the first Intifada by participating in protests, boycotts, strikes, and 
refusal to pay their taxes to the Israeli government. Israel deployed an estimated 80,000 soldiers to 
address the situation. Over one thousand Palestinians died in the First Intifada and over 200 
Israeli’s. At this time, a group of Palestians began to believe that the PLO was not doing enough and 
was too compromising and decided to form Hamas. Hamas is an Palestinian-Islamic extremist 
terrorist group that seeks to annihilate Israel (Araj). The First Intifada directly resulted in the Oslo 
Accords and the need for peace between Palestinans and Israelis. The Oslo Accords established the 
Palestianian Authority (PA) to allow Palestians to self-govern in Palestinian areas. Also, in the Oslo 
Accords the PLO finally recognized the state of Israel as legitimate. Despite these efforts, Israel still 
controlled the majority of the Palestinian land including security and almost all governance. Both 
groups were not satisfied with this accord and it provoked violence from both sides. For instance, 
Hamas, in an effort to stop this from happening, launched suicide bombing and Israeli’s went on the 
streets to violently protest. After the Oslo Accords had been signed by both sides, in 1998 Palestian 
officials accused Israel for not following the accord since Israeli troops remained in Gaza and Israel, 
especially starting the 2000s, continued to build settlements in the West Bank. Contraily, Israel 
blamed the PA for the continued and increase in violence on the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. At 
this point, both sides seemed to have extremist groups that halted a plan towards peace. In 2000 
the Second Intifada broke out and it is much more violent than the first (“Oslo Accords”). It is 
estimated that 4,300 people were killed; the ratio of Palestinian to Israeli deaths was estimated to 
be more than 3:1. The Second Intifada continued throughout 2005, but violence continued beyond 
that. Israeli settlement in the West Bank continued and Israel began to restrict movement of 
Palestian goods and people. As frustration continued and the PA began to lose power, Hamas begins 
to grow. In 2006 Hamas won the 2006 legislative election and took power of Gaza from the PA by 
force (Araj). All events leading up to this point shifts the conflict. In other words, it seems as if 
peace, in the eyes of both Palestians and Israelis, is not possible. Walls are being implemented, 
dozens of checkpoints are being set up, and ultimately Israel is continuing to violate international 
laws and take rights away from Palestinians.  

As stated, there are currently seven million Palestinian refuggees that cannot return home 
either for safety reasons or that Israel simply does not let them return home, another internation 
law violation.  

 
Impact 
 

Even though this issue is fairly recent, the Israel-Palestine conflict does not lack complexity. 
Adding on, although peace negotiations may seem halted due to violence and aggravation between 
both sides, what cannot be denied is that the rights of Palestinians are not being granted. A few of 
the rights violations have been mentioned previously, but the list continues. Here are some more of 
the human rights violations Palestinians face according to Amnesty International:  
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1. Violation of the right of freedom of expression and peaceful assembly 
a. Palestinians have tried to carry out peaceful protests, but have been stopped by 

Israeli’s forces with the use of tear gas, rubber bullets, and sometimes with live 
rounds 
 

2. Violations of the right to equality and free of discrimination 
a. The Israeli government has allowed settlers to exploit land owned by Palestinians 

with no repercussions 
b. Adding, the Israeli government gives notable inclination to those business ran by 

Israelis and imposes obstacles to businesses run by Palestinians 
c. Palestinians face direct discrimination due to their nationality, ethnicity, and 

religion despite the illegality in view of international standards 
d. An urban planning and zoning system created by Israel has given Israel 70% of 

allocated land and 1% to Palestinians 
 

3. Violations of the right to decent housing 
a. Israel has been building thousands of settlements, illegally, on Palestian territories 

and in the process has destroyed about 50,000 Palestian homes and construction 
i. This destruction was one of the ways the government carried out collective 

punishment on Palestinian families and small villages 
 

4. Violation to freedom of movement 
a. Israel has implemented checkpoints, roads exclusively for settlers, and physical 

barriers such as walls 
 

5. Violations of the rights of children 
a. It is estimated that every year 500-700 Palestinian children from the West Bank are 

put on trial in Israeli juvenile military courts and often result in their arrest 
i. The children are usually taken during night raids 

ii. This is a direct violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention 
iii. Official UN documentation have noted that many children have been killed 

or injured during the attacks 
 

6. Violations of the right to water 
a. Most Palestinians communities in Area C of the West Bank do not have adequate 

water systems and are not allowed to repair or construct wells 
b. Israel fails at their duty to provide drinking water to its Palestinian residents 

 
7. Violations of right to education 

a. Due to the situation in the occupied territories, Palastinian children often face 
obstacles in receiving education  

i. This includes a shortage of educational resources, forced displacement, and 
demolitions  
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ii. In recent years, there has been an increase in number of attacks on 
Palestinian schools which interrupts or stops children from attending 
school 

 
8. Violations of the right to earn a decent wage 

a. Many Palestinian’s livelihood depend on farming but due to settlers and violence 
many have gone out of business 

b. Some are forced by the Israeli military to shut down or close due to barred access to 
potential consumers and suppliers 

 
This not only creates undesirable circumstances for the Palestinians in these territories but Israel is 
also neglecting the right of Palestinian refuggees in Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon to return home if 
they wish (“Chapter 3”).  

  

III. International Response and Bloc Analysis  
 

The Israel-Palestine conflict has been ongoing for several decades and many possible 
solutions have been created that have ultimately failed in the sense that a compromise has not been 
made. Nevertheless, efforts are still being made by governments of other nations and the UN. On 
November 2012 when the General Assembly recognises Palestine as a non-member observer state. 
It allowed the Palestinian Authority access to the International Criminal Court. This, however, 
raised the possibility that Israeli officials could end up facing charges of war crimes. Furthermore, 
the issue with many of the UN solutions is that non-binding and cannot force a country, in this case 
Israel, to act as they wise. The UN cannot enact international law. Nevertheless, the UN can call 
upon international pressure and unite nations together for cooperative dialogue. In addition, 
non-governmental organizations have also taken the role to help the people affected in the conflict. 
The Independent Commision for Human Rights (ICHR) administers two major programs in the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip. The main functions of the ICHR is to monitor human rights violations, 
raise awareness, work with other organizations, and campaign for more suitable living situations 
for Palestinians. Other Non-Governmental Organization include: The Palestinian Return Centre Ltd, 
Al Mezan Centre for Human Rights, Adalah, and International Federation for Human Rights Leagues. 
(“ACNUDH”).  
 

 

IV. Committee Mission  
 
Mission 
 

Although the UNHCR does not have the power to force Israel to cease all illegal activities, 
the UNHCR does have the ability to help Palestians in Israel and Palestian refugees be granted 
human rights. According to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees, 
Palestian refugees account for 23.5% of the total refugee population in the world. Since the 
Palestiain territories are under Israeli occupation, the UNHCR relaizes the unique circumstances 
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Palestinian refugeees are under. These refugees have no official state to return to. Thus, the 
committee must also work towards finding a home they can return to and strive for the human 
rights of Palestinains, whether refugees or not, are being granted.  
 
Questions for Further Consideration  

1. How can the UNHCR ensure that the rights of the Palestinians are not being 
denied in countries they take refuge in? 
 

2. There are many reports that Israeli police are murdering innocent 
Palestinians, but according to Israeli police this is strictly illegally that would 
result in incarceration. How can the UNHCR regulate the actions of the 
Israeli police or stop the innocent killing of Palestinians? 
 

3. How will the UNHCR condemn Israel for violating international law(s)? 
 

4. How should the UNHCR address groups such as Hamas? 
 

 
 
 

V. Annotated links for further research  
General country Research 

● Country specific information from CIA world factbook 
● Overview of each country in context of the United Nations  
● Countries Who Maintain Diplomatic Relations With Palestine 
● Human Rights Council General Debate on the human rights situation in Palestine (verbal             

stance of many countries) 
 
Committee Links 

● General Overview of UNHCR 
 
 
Topic Links 

● Frequently Asked Questions of the Israel-Palestine Conflict 
● How Israeli Settlements are Violating International Law 
● World Report of the Human Rights of Palestinians 
● Exploitation of Palestinian Resources UN Report 
● The Israel-Palestine conflict: a brief, simple history 
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