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I. Introduction 
 

The United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women, also             
known as UN Women, is a United Nations (UN) entity focused on gender equality and the                
empowerment of women worldwide. This committee was established due to the fact, that any              
actions done by the United Nations to assist on feminine based issues where not properly funded or                 
had inadequate recognition by the countries. As a result, the United Nations created in July 2010 the                 
UN Women committee to focus on those gender based issues. The creation of such committee               
accelerated the UN progression on achieving gender equality and the empowerment of women. The              
mandates that were created in this committee accelerated the build of a stronger impact on               
situations which related the gender based inequality. The United Nations Entity for Gender UN              
Women works with UN Member States who set global standards to achieve gender equality, it also                
works with governments and civil societies to design programs, laws, policies, and services that              
truly benefit women as a whole (About UN Women). The committee is also part of the United                 
Nations Development Group, were women’s equal participation in our society is envisioned in the              
near future. 

Women empowerment, the focus of this committee has it’s goal to spread the understanding              
of the inequality in which this ladies are suffering. The creation of the committee is to address the                  
overwhelming gender based inequality, that seems to be enforced worldwide. Some of the issues in               
which this committee has been capable to assist is the exclusion and denial of women in the                 
achievement of education; as well as being denied of basic health care. The representation of               
women is always undermined in high power status such as the government or big companies,               
therefore adding segregation as a subject matter which UN Women specializes in.  

Around the world due to a undermining of the womens human rights many have suffered               
from female genital mutilation (FGM) also known in other parts as female gential alteration (FGA).               
This issue has elevated throughout the years and it is most consistent with female children ranging                
from the age of 2 to 8 years old. Statistics show that over 85 - 114 million women have mutilated                    
genitalia. The side effects from this procedure include excruciating pain, trauma, and other physical              
complications such as bleeding, infections and in some cases death. Such procedures are most often               
found in places such as Africa. FGM is considered a cultural action, separated mostly from religious                
practices due to the fact that it has been encountered by the following religious groups: Muslims,                
Christians, Animist, as well as some Jews. The action is lead by the major male model of a                  
community or a family, since this form of abuse has only one benefit and it involves the sexual                  
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benefit of guys. Since it also produces little sense of pleasure during the act of sexual intercourse                 
towards the female participant.  
 

II. History and Description of the Issue  
 
Definitions  
 
To better comprehend the ongoing practice of genital mutilation toward women, it is important for               
some key concepts to be defined. Female Genital Mutilation is the action to disfigure the feminine                
private part through different methods such as clitoridectomy and infibulation. Female genital            
mutilation is classified into 4 major types. 
 
Type 1: Often referred to as clitoridectomy, this is the partial or total removal of the clitoris (a                  
small, sensitive and erectile part of the female genitals), and in very rare cases, only the prepuce                 
(the fold of skin surrounding the clitoris). 
Type 2: Often referred to as excision, this is the partial or total removal of the clitoris and the labia                    
minora (the inner folds of the vulva), with or without excision of the labia majora (the outer folds of                   
skin of the vulva ). 
Type 3: Often referred to as infibulation, this is the narrowing of the vaginal opening through the                 
creation of a covering seal. The seal is formed by cutting and repositioning the labia minora, or labia                  
majora, sometimes through stitching, with or without removal of the clitoris (clitoridectomy). 
Type 4: This includes all other harmful procedures to the female genitalia for non-medical              
purposes, e.g. pricking, piercing, incising, scraping and cauterizing the genital area. 
 
Clitoridectomy:  The partial removal or total removal of the clitoris and/or labia minora.  
 
Infibulation: The total removal of the clitoris, partial or total removal of the labia minora, and 
incisions of the labia majora.  
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 Origin and Causes 
The advocacy for the halt of FGM has been through the world for around 30 years . The                  

records of this procedure being done can be dated back to the 1920’s (Fahmy). In some                
communities this cultural practice is the right of passage for the girl to turn to womanhood such as                  
the practice supported in Kenya and Sierra Leone. In other cultures, its for the preservation of the                 
virginity of the child, such in places like Egypt, Sudan and Somalia. This is an idea based on the                   
economic and social status of the girls, since it is believed by this community that if they don’t get                   
the procedure the girl wont be able to advance in their life such as marriage.  

Although some countries have outlawed this practice, the idea and the procedure continued             
in other countries. When the United States Outlawed the procedure without any medical indication,              
the fall of FGM in Egypt had a minimum decrease of 77.8% to 71.6% of children that suffered from                   
external alteration on their genitalia, in the course of five years. Studies done in Somalia showed                
that this country is the one with the biggest response to this procedure. A 80% of the women                  
population have received infibulation, while only 3% reported that they had no form of FGA.  

The subject has been discussed in the past but it’s most recent form of action has been by                  
involvement of the National Council for Childhood and Motherhood, established in 1989. This             
council has been combating or debating this issue throughout the years trying to accomplish the               
diminishing of the act. On 2007, two girls who passed away due to their procedure of female                 
circumcision, has been the outmost publicized news to fight against the topic. 
 

Impact 
This problem had their big impact in the African locations as well as some middle eastern,                

but the problem although not as common still is part of the western countries. In the western                 
hemisphere, although not as common as in the african locations, violate the law and still hire some                 
doctors from other countries to apply their procedures on girls. The discussion on this procedure               
has drafted a lot of attention not only by the political side of it, but as well as the religious and                     
sociocultural. It is stated that by the Ministry of Health, which took the opinion of 500 doctors in the                   
year of 1999 that over half where in favor to let the procedure be allowed. Many of the egyptian                   
participants have contributed to the study stating that the main reasons for this procedure to be                
continued is the continuation of tradition, since they may maintain a religious background. On the               
other hand, many muslims have given the opinion that this procedure should be separated from               
religion since their religious beliefs have been against FGM.  
 
 

III. International Response and Bloc Analysis  
 
World Health Organization  

The World Health Organization (WHO) has been dealing with this for a long time. They have                
classified this procedure into two different ways. Type 1 which includes the extraction of the partial                
or total removal of the clitoris; or Type 2, which is the same procedure but the addition of the                   
removal of the labia minora. With many different witnesses that have announce their experience              
from FGM, estimating over 125 million women and girls that have suffered some form of FGM. With                 
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the countries identified as Djibouti, Egypt and Somalia as the main sources of women that have                
gone through a procedure, making up a total of 90% of their population. With a variety of ages                  
making up the percentages. This practice has been fought against since 1997, when the WHO,               
UNICEF and UNFPA made a statement to stop the practices. 
 
Other Organizations 

The issue has had a long historical background, having many participants on the progress of               
protecting or defending the subject. Some important initial dates have been those of 1979, when a                
non-profit organization called Cairo Family Planning Association, had their first conference to            
address the situation.  
 

IV. Committee Mission  
 

UN Women has a mission to keep gender equality throughout the globe. As well as having                
women feel empowered in their own countries, and be able to participate in their community as                
equals with the rest of society (“Slow Progress”). With this said on the specific issue, it is the                  
mission for this committee to work with the governments involved on the issue and try to make a                  
political agreement to solve any problematic situations that have been presented in the previous              
paragraphs.  

Since women's rights is a basic human rights the presented issues in this committee needs               
to take into account the characteristics of the human rights council. It is just a major focus on the                   
idea of empowering and creating equity in society towards issues that relate to women. This               
committee is made up of a multi-tiered intergovernmental governance along with the General             
Assembly and the Economic and Social Council which would approve and work on the policies that                
are made in this committee. 

 

V. Annotated links for further research  
 
The following links are meant to guide delegates and help them in their research: 
 

a) Country Links 
UN Member States: This link provides an overview of each country in context of the United Nations.  
 
The World Factbook: Provides information of all nations of the world.  
 

b) Committee Links 
UN Women 
This is the official website for United Nations Women, were it includes their mission and current 
events happening. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.un.org/en/member-states/
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
http://www.unwomen.org/en
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c) Topic Links 
 
Understanding and addressing violence against women- World Health Organization  
This article by the WHO analyzes the different types of femicides that exist and defines exactly was 
femicides are.  
 
Femicide and International Women’s Rights  
This article analyzes how some Latin Americans see femicides and includes a chart of crime and 
punishment in Latin America & the Caribbean.  
 
Gender: Violence Against Women 
The article provides a good insight of femicides in Latin America, and explains how it affects the 
region.  
  
Take Five: Fighting femicide in Latin America 
This website is the official United Nations Women were it analyzes femicides in Latin America and 
gives information of what UN Women is doing about it.  
 
Violence Against Women 
This link provides information on the consequences of women violence on different perspectives.  
 
The long road to justice, prosecuting femicide in Mexico 
This link is from the UN Women website, where a testimony of a mother who lost her daughter due 
to intimate femicide is given. It gives you a good insight of how families grieve for their lost 
daughters due to this issue.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/77421/WHO_RHR_12.38_eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://theglobalamericans.org/reports/femicide-international-womens-rights/
https://www.americasquarterly.org/node/1930
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2017/2/take-five-adriana-quinones-femicide-in-latin-america
http://www1.paho.org/hq/dmdocuments/violence-against-women-lac.pdf
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2017/11/feature-prosecuting-femicide-in-mexico
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