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I. Introduction  
 

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) began laboring in 1950 and             
from then, it had faced multiple crises in multiple continents and provided vital assistance to               
refugees, asylum-seekers, internally displaced and stateless people, many of whom have nobody left             
to turn to. The UNHCR, or UN Refugee Agency, takes the lead in protecting people forced to flee                  
wars and persecution around the world, providing life-saving aid including shelter, food and water              
to ensure their basic safety, rights and dignity. With 16,803 women and men working in 134                
countries, the work to make a difference in the lives of 70.8 million forcibly displaced people                
worldwide. The roles of UNHCR employees is to include legal protection, community services,             
public affairs, health and more (United Nations “About Us.”).  

South Sudan was established as a new country in 2011 after a deadly civil war.               
Unfortunately, only two years later, in 2013, conflict broke out in the new country, leading to a                 
complex and dangerous situation of armed conflict, economic decline, disease and hunger. This             
conflict has forced millions to flee and left millions more displaced inside the country. Nearly 2.3                
million South Sudanese have fled to neighboring countries and 1.87 million remain internally             
displaced in South Sudan due to violent conflict throughout the country. It is the largest refugee                
crisis in Africa and the third largest refugee crisis in the world. The vast majority (over 80 percent)                  
of those fleeing South Sudan are women and children, with children making up 63 percent of the                 
total South Sudanese refugee population. They are survivors of violent attacks, sexual assault and,              
in many cases, children have been separated from their parents and are traveling alone (“South               
Sudan Refugee Crisis Explained.”). 

Providing Aid to the millions of displaced South Sudanese is the goal of this committee.               
People inside and outside of the country should be supported and reached out to. Refugee camps,                
travel roads, living supplies, and healthcare are just some of the things that should be addressed                
and improved in order to begin helping this crisis and its victims. 

 
 

II. History and Description of the Issue  
 

Bloodshed is nothing new for South Sudan, which didn’t gain its independence from the              
north until 2011. For 22 years, a brutal civil war raged in Sudan between the government in the                  
predominantly Muslim, Arabic-speaking north and rebels from the south, where people are mostly             
Christian or follow more traditional religions. Finally, in 2005, a comprehensive peace agreement             
was reached between the Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) and the           
government of Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir. The agreement was facilitated in part by a              
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group of African nations known as the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), as             
well as the United States, United Kingdom, Norway, and Italy. Christian groups in the US had also                 
long championed the cause of the South Sudanese, seeing their struggle against the Muslim              
government in the north as a fundamental struggle against the Muslim oppression of Christians.              
When George W. Bush, himself an evangelical Christian, came into the White House in 2001, he                
made Sudan a top policy priority — and it was during his second term that the peace agreement                  
was finally signed. The 2005 agreement laid out a timetable for a referendum on whether Sudan                
should be split in two, with South Sudan becoming a separate country. That vote was held in                 
January 2011 and passed overwhelmingly, with nearly 99 percent of South Sudanese voting in favor               
of independence. On July 9 of that year, the Republic of South Sudan formally came into existence. 

Political leaders around the world hailed it as a triumph for peace. New Jersey Democratic               
Congress member Donald Payne, the co-founder of the Sudan Caucus, said it was "a victory for the                 
oppressed." Then-US ambassador to the UN Susan Rice called it “a day of triumph for all who                 
cherish the rights of all people to govern themselves in liberty and law.” And although President                
Obama was the one in the White House on that historic day, one South Sudanese man at the                  
celebration in the capital, Juba, held up a sign that said “Thank You George Bush.” 

Although peace did not last very long in South Sudan. That’s because during the final push                
for independence, many of the tensions among the more than 60 different ethnic groups in South                
Sudan — and particularly the two largest ethnic groups, the Dinka and the Nuer — were set aside                  
without being resolved. People in the south more or less agreed to overlook or ignore or downplay                 
these lesser conflicts in order to achieve what was seen as a far more important goal: independence                 
from the north. Those underlying ethnic tensions never actually went away. Once the bigger fight               
for independence was essentially over, and it came time to actually get down to the business of                 
building a brand new country, they came bubbling right back up. 

In August 2015, after tens of thousands had been killed and more than 1.6 million people                
had been displaced, a shaky peace agreement was reached between the two warring ethnic groups,               
once again facilitated by IGAD, the organization of African countries that includes South Sudan and               
most of its neighbors. Although this didn’t play out as planned either, leading to the fighting and                 
instability that exists today (Williams). Political conflict, compounded by economic woes and            
drought, has caused massive displacement, raging violence and dire food shortages. Over seven             
million people — about two thirds of the population — are in need of aid, including around 6.9                  
million people experiencing hunger. Food security was expected to deteriorate more, with 7.7             
million people estimated that faced crisis levels of hunger during the month of July and August, the                 
period of time between harvests when food stores are low. The ongoing conflict and insecurity have                
pushed millions to the brink of starvation for years. In 2017, famine was declared in two counties in                  
South Sudan, and famine has remained a persistent threat since. Without peace and consistent              
humanitarian access, another famine this year is likely.  

South Sudan has agricultural potential, but due to poor infrastructure and lack of             
technology, growing enough food to feed everyone in the young nation has never been easy.               
Unfortunately, the crisis in South Sudan has disrupted farming and any hard-earned improvements             
have been lost. Because of the fighting, people who would normally grow crops have been far away                 
from their land, running and hiding from violence — unable to plant. Because of what's happening                
in South Sudan, food stores are running out and many markets are empty. The threat of possible                 
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attacks, plus the high cost of transport and struggling economy, has hindered trade of food from                
safer areas. Plus, what little food is available has soared in price, and most displaced families                
have no money to buy any goods. According to UNICEF, around 860,000 children under 5 in                
South Sudan are acutely malnourished. An estimated 2.3 million people have crossed into             
neighboring countries including Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda, resulting in Africa’s largest refugee            
crisis. Inside South Sudan, 1.8 million people are displaced. The majority of displaced families live               
outside the camps, wherever they can find safe shelter — often in small villages that offer some                 
security, tucked away from the main areas of fighting. For those running from violence, there is no                 
other choice but to flee into the bush with what little they can carry with them. Women and                  
children are disproportionately impacted by the conflict in South Sudan. The majority of the              
population of the United Nations’ displacement sites is made up of women and children, with more                
than 60 percent of South Sudanese refugees being under age 18. Additionally, sexual violence              
toward women and girls is pervasive. The United Nations recently reported a surge in sexual               
attacks, including women and girls experiencing abuse during raids on their homes, while they are               
fleeing or when they leave their shelters to search for basic necessities. The people committing               
these crimes are rarely held responsible. To make matters worse, women and girls continue to bear                
the burden of family caretaking even during crisis. In the face of heightened violence, recurring               
displacement and loss of livelihoods, daily tasks like collecting water and firewood can make them               
continual targets for attack. Communicable and waterborne diseases like cholera and malaria            
spread quickly in these conditions. The risks are also high for other infections caused by               
contaminated water, malnutrition and weakened immune systems. Children are hungry and thirsty.            
If they get desperate, they may end up drinking dirty water that could give them an infection. For a                   
young child, an infection can lead to weight loss, severe dehydration and even death. Outbreaks of                
cholera and measles have already been reported, and the presence of Ebola in neighboring              
countries poses a threat as well. Flare-ups are already ongoing in Uganda and the Democratic               
Republic of Congo, where more than a combined 900,000 South Sudanese refugees are sheltering              
(Montgomery). 

III. International Response and Bloc Analysis  
 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

The UNHCR has been working tirelessly to confront the humanitarian emergency in South             
Sudan. Here are just some of the 2018 end-of-year results that greatly made a change in this crisis.                  

More help is still urgently required (“South Sudan.” South Sudan). 700,00s internally displaced             

people (IDPs) were reached through protection interventions. 70,820 refugee children were           
enrolled in primary schools and 20,340 in secondary schools. 60,000 internally displaced families             
with specific vulnerabilities were assisted with core relief items and emergency shelters. 19,600             
newly arrived refugees were registered and assisted with core relief items and shelters. UNHCR has               
multiple plans and goals for 2019 concerning humanitarian aid and improving life conditions. The              
goals for this year are the following: 80% of households will have a family latrine, 77 % of primary                   
school age refugee children will be enrolled in primary education, 84,340 refugee women will              
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receive sanitary materials, 75,800 vulnerable IDP families will receive core-relief items, and            
52,630 displaced people with specific needs will receive support 

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has also been providing great aid              
to South Sudan refugees. The organization has been focusing on helping food insecure communities              
in South Sudan and its host countries by providing emergency relief and sanitation facilities. They               
have also provided these communities with the means to provide for themselves by equipping them               
with seeds, farming tools, and fishing nets (Thelwell). The ICRC worked on the frontlines of the                
crisis throughout 2017, providing lifesaving assistance to the most vulnerable. This included            
fighting food insecurity and disease by delivering emergency food aid, relief supplies, as well as               
water and sanitation facilities to remote and food-insecure communities. At the same time, the ICRC               
distributed seeds, tools, and fishing nets to help vulnerable communities affected by the conflict to               

get back on their feet (“South Sudan Refugee Crisis.”). 

As the UNCHR, ICRC, and other organizations work to help South Sudan refugees and              
displaced communities become stable and fit for survival, they provide these people with the hope               
of a safe and meaningful return home. These refugees desperately need aid so that they can survive                 

in their new communities and come back to their home country (Thelwell). Amnesty International              

campaigns on human rights in every issue that threatens every person's right. Involuntary             
displacement is an issue that is this NGO has worked around for many years and in many areas of                   
the world. “With our campaigns, we put pressure on governments to honour their responsibility to               
protect every single person’s rights. They must make sure that refugees, asylum-seekers and             
migrants are safe, and are not tortured, discriminated against or left living in poverty. We campaign                
for governments to properly process the asylum claims of asylum-seekers so that they don’t leave               
them in limbo – sometimes even locked away in detention centres – for years. We also want to see                   
migrants being protected from exploitation and abuse by their employers or by traffickers (“Key              
Facts about Refugees and Asylum Seekers' Rights.”).” Plan International has been operating in South              
Sudan since 2006. At present they work in Central and Eastern Equatoria, Jonglei and Lakes state.  

They work with partners including civil society, the private sector, UN Agencies and             
government institutions to improve children’s lives. Their work supports children, especially girls,            
to access their rights to education, health, protection and economic security. They are also working               
to bring lasting positive change to a country that has emerged from decades of civil war and                 
continues to experience instability and insecurity. They strive to advance children’s rights, equality             
for girls and ensure that all children, families and communities actively participate in their              

country’s development (“South Sudan.” Plan International ). Their key areas of work are:            

Inclusive and quality education, children and young people’s economic rights, participation and            
protection from violence, and disaster risk reduction and management. 

 
 

IV. Committee Mission  
Providing Aid to the millions of displaced South Sudanese is the goal of this committee.               

People inside and outside of the country should be supported and reached out to. Refugee camps,                
travel roads, living supplies, and healthcare are just some of the things that should be addressed                
and improved in order to begin helping this crisis and its victims. 
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The UNHCR works to ensure no human right violations happen with people internally             
displaced or undocumented in neighboring countries. In order to ensure this, refugees have to              
be located and reached out to. Needs and necessities of these families should be addressed               
specifically and women and children should be prioritized whenever there is scarcity of shelter or               
provisions due to the higher risk they face when travelling alone. We work for people to be able to                   
look for a new and brighter future while having their needs attended and their voices heard.  

This issue can be confronted through different aspects. Reaching out to displaced people at              
refugee camps, roads and shelters is highly important. Security while travelling must be provided              
and enforced since it is one of the main issues that affect travellers. Protection against another                
country’s immigration officers is vital so refugees are not sent back home into horrible conditions               
after so long of fleeing. Facilitating the process of acquiring visas and work permits for incoming                
people is a process that must be accelerated and made easier, so all that travelling is worth the trip                   
in the end and a new life can be acquired for every refugee.  

 
Questions for Further Consideration  
 

1. How can we help reduce xenophobia in countries that host refugees? 
2. Reducing the gap between incoming people and people that are already settled in a given 

country is important, how can this be accomplished? 
3. How can we reduce the amount of unaccompanied minors travelling alone or at least ensure 

their safety? 
 

 

V. Annotated links for further research  
 
South Sudanese Refugees in Uganda Hope to Return Home 
This is a short video showing the life of South Sudan refugees living in Uganda and their views on 
what is happening in their home country. 
https://www.voanews.com/episode/south-sudanese-refugees-uganda-hope-return-home-389679
6  
 
South Sudan Refugee Crisis 
This is a web page from the UN which has plenty of information on South Sudanees refugees and 
resources which can also be very useful. 
https://www.unrefugees.org/emergencies/south-sudan/ 
 
 
UNHCR POSITION ON RETURNS TO SOUTH SUDAN – Update II 
This is the latest update by the UNHCR on the topic 
https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/5cb4607c4.pdf 
 
South Sudan UNHCR Operational Update (September 2019) 
This gives general information on security, human rights, and humanitarian aid with regards to the 
topic. 
https://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/south-sudan-unhcr-operational-update-september-201
9  

https://www.voanews.com/episode/south-sudanese-refugees-uganda-hope-return-home-3896796
https://www.voanews.com/episode/south-sudanese-refugees-uganda-hope-return-home-3896796
https://www.unrefugees.org/emergencies/south-sudan/
https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/5cb4607c4.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/south-sudan-unhcr-operational-update-september-2019
https://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/south-sudan-unhcr-operational-update-september-2019
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