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I. Introduction 
 

The Security Council’s main role as a committee of the United Nations, is the maintenance of                
international peace and security for everyone around the globe. Each term, the Security Council is               
integrated by 15 members. During voting procedures, each of those members have one vote only.               
Under the Charter, all Member States are obligated to agree with any decision that the Council                
makes and partake in following up with resolutions.  

The Security Council is in charge of spotting and determining the existence of a threat to                
peace or act of aggression anywhere in the world. It then calls upon the member nations to take                  
part in a debate to settle issues peacefully and then advises ways in which the issues at hand can be                    
confronted in order to solve it and prevent it from further growing. In some cases, the Security                 
Council can resort to imposing sanctions or even authorize the use of force to maintain or restore                 
international peace and security.  

The Security Council can also recommend certain things to the General Assembly. For             
instance, the election of the Secretary-General or the acceptance of new members to the UN.               
Furthermore, the Security Council along with the General Assembly, elects the judges of the              
International Court of Justice. (Security Council) 

The country of Afghanistan is a troubled one. Several different conflicts are taking place in               
the nation simultaneously and citizens have suffered the consequences throughout the years, and             
continue to do so today. The most concerning thing for the Security Council currently occurring in                
Afghanistan, is the genocide that has been taking place for decades now. Every year, mass killings                
and murders take a heavy death toll on the citizens of Afghanistan. People of all ages and sexes are                   
killed in large quantities. Even when compared to other warring nations or events throughout              
history (such as the Holocaust), Afghanistan still stands out as one of the most violent nations in                 
history and it has one of the largest genocides as well. The UN Security Council is aware that a                   
resolution to the conflict must be found immediately in order to ensure the safety of Afghan citizens                 
and an improvement to their quality of life.  
 

II. History and Description of the Issue  
 
The “War in Afghanistan” is a concept that’s hard to define. Throughout the 20th and 21st                

centuries, multiple wars have plagued the country. It would be imprecise to point a finger at a single                  
conflict responsible for everything occurring in the country as there’s no such thing. Local disputes               
between political groups, revolutions, foreign intervention and internationally funded wars have all            
taken place in Afghanistan over recent years. (Afghanistan Explained) Taking this into            
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consideration, its crucial to realise that a single root for the genocides occurring in Afghanistan               
does not exist. Many groups are responsible for such actions and in order to solve the issue, a                  
resolution that encompasses multiple causes shall be drafted.  

The current conflict in the Afghanistan region can be dated back to the Cold War. In 1978,                 
the communist party led a bloody revolution against the government and established their own              
communist government. This government was harsh and oppressed the citizens of Afghanistan. As             
an effect of such repression, Afghan citizens began forming a resistance and seeing this, the Soviet                
Union came into the country to support their communist government. The US wasn’t content with               
the actions taken by the Soviets, and thus, began a covert operation to train and arm the resistance                  
against the communist government. In May 1988 the soviets withdrew from the country. Local              
warlords were left in charge by the US and they then divided the country in several sectors. 

The Taliban arrived in Afghanistan in 1996 and killed the country’s warlords in public              
executions. The Taliban's had a harsh rule for approximately 5 years. During this time, the US                
wasn’t paying much attention to events occurring in Afghanistan. However, this changed drastically             
on september 11, 2001. The US, knowing that Al Qaeda, a terrorist group originary from               
Afghanistan, was responsible for the actions, decided to invade Afghanistan and funded the             
warlords who had fought in the civil war to fight for them. The US’ main focus was in Afghanistan                   
was finding Al Qaeda leader Osama Bin Laden. Violent conflict between US military and local militia                
took place for almost 10 years as the US looked for Osama Bin Laden. Nowadays, many conflicts                 
take place in Afghanistan simultaneously. For instance, the Talibans take on genocides and             
terrorists attacks often affecting the citizens of the country. Constant upheavals from local militias              
are not rare and they take on a heavy death toll.  

All the political and social issues that have arised in the area of Afghanistan have led to a                  
genocide. Afghan civilians have suffered gravely from the warring state of the nation which has               
taken a serious death toll. For instance, the annual death rate for Afghan children under 5 years of                  
age is of approximately 7% which is higher than that of Polish-Jews and French-Jews in               
Nazi-occupied Poland and France respectively. This number is staggering considering that it’s been             
80 years since the Holocaust and the world has evolved on a massive scale ever since. The total                  
amount of infant deaths due to war-related causes, surpasses one-and-a-half million. In addition to              
this, citizens of all ages suffer from race, political or socially related massacres that have completely                
devastated the nation. The number of civilian casualties due to war related problems is estimated to                
be around 350 thousand. (Afghan War) 

Amongst the most affected cities by the crisis is the city of Kabul. This city is home to many                   
manifestations, attacks, bombings and kidnappings every year. All of which contribute to the large              
death toll that Afghanistan has amounted. Not only do citizens suffer from the violence, but so do                 
visitors who come into the city every year. (Kabul) 
 

III. International Response and Bloc Analysis  
 
In 2002 the Security Council founded the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan             

(UNAMA), through Resolution 1401. UNAMA is a branch of the United Nations whose mission is to                
restore peace, stability and security to the nation of Afghanistan. UNAMA aims at settling disputes               
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and conflict between local armed groups, and solving any issues that they have with the               
government. Furthermore, it seeks to strengthen the protection of civilians across the country by              
establishing a culture of peace and respect. Finally, the mission is also to help support refugees                
and displaced people who are victims of the state of the country. A huge aspect of achieving such                  
goals, comes in UNAMA’s mission of helping establish a stable government that can run the country                
smoothly. Many of Afghanistan’s issues over the past few years have been a consequence of               
unstable governments. For this reason, the establishment of a solid and balanced government is a               
crucial aspects of UNAMA. Every year, UNAMA is revised in order to ensure that the project is                 
modified and molded according to the country’s needs which are constantly changing.  (UNAMA) 

 

Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission (AIHRC) 
This local NGO works towards improving the overall human rights of Afghan citizens. They do so by                 
assisting citizens in reporting human rights violations to the authorities. Furthermore, AIHRC            
continues to assist people throughout the process to ensure that authorities respond accordingly             
and justice is delivered. 
 

Human Rights Research and Advocacy Consortium (HRRAC) 
HRRAC is also a local NGO whose aim is to improve the human rights in the country of Afghanistan.                   
They do so firstly by conducting research and collecting information on what human rights are               
being violated. After they do this, they work to try and create new policies that grant citizens better                  
quality of life. Not only this, but another one of their goals is empowering people by giving them                  
knowledge. They share valuable information about people’s human rights with the citizens, so that              
they can be sure that whenever there is a violation of them, they can fight back for what is right.  
 

Humanity International For Peace and Prosperity 
An international NGO that works in Afghanistan with the same aim of protecting Afghan citizen’s               
rights. They also assist in sustainable development and education about all topics including human              
rights, and women's education.  
 

IV. Committee Mission  
 

Afghanistan is a nation with a variety of issues that have led to it being in a state of war for                     
more than 25 years. Political instability, revolutions, violations to human rights, amongst many             
other issues, have plagued the country leaving its people in a vulnerable state. What concerns the                
Security Council the most, is the genocide of Afghan citizens by extremists, Talibans or even the                
government. Given that the Security Council is the primary peacekeeping body of the United              
Nations, it is of the utmost importance that the problem at hand is solved as quickly as possible in                   
order to ensure the safety and security of all the citizens of Afghanistan. It is unacceptable that such                  
issue should remain present in the country. In order to reach a final resolution, countries should                
look to reach out to different organizations in order to solve the crisis. They must realise that many                  
efforts to solve the crisis at hand already exist, and supporting those causes might lead to a quicker                  
solution. The War in Afghanistan has really deep roots that date back some decades. For this reason,                 
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a resolution should look to solve these long-lasting issues by setting a realistic long-term plan.               
However, the crisis also involves matters that require immediate attention, as a consequence, the              
resolution should also include a short-term plan that will look to aid Afghan citizens who require                
immediate attention, and place a halt to mass killings and genocides.  
 
 
Here are some questions for further consideration: 
 
 

1. How can a resolution be aided by international or local NGOs that already work to solve the                 
issue at hand? 

 
2. How can nations create a resolution that encompasses both long-term and short-term plans             

to end genocides in Afghanistan? 
 

3. What aspects of society shall be improved in order to decrease the culture of violence               
present in Afghanistan? 

 
4. How will countries ensure that the resolution proposed realistically solves a violent issue             

through peace? 
 
 

V. Annotated links for further research  
 

Country Research  
 

1. CIA World Factbook 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/  
The CIA World Factbook will allow delegates to research specific data about their country. By doing                
so, they will be better prepared to create resolutions fully understanding their country’s             
background and status.  
 

2. Afghanistan in NY Times 
https://www.nytimes.com/topic/destination/afghanistan 
Provides the delegates with a variety of recent and relevant articles on Afghanistan in order to have                 
a better understanding of the country’s current state. It is crucial that delegates are up to date with                  
events occurring in the nation.  

 
 

Committee Links 
 

1. Security Council 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
https://www.nytimes.com/topic/destination/afghanistan
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http://www.un.org/en/sc/  
This is the website for the UN Security Council. Delegates will get a deeper understanding of the                 
committee’s methods and past action by visiting and exploring the website.  
 

2. UNAMA 
https://unama.unmissions.org 
This is the website for UNAMA. It will aid delegates in understanding what actions have been taken                 
and are currently being taken by the Security Council to counteract the problems in Afghanistan.  
 

Topic Links 
 

1. Genocide Watch 
http://www.genocidewatch.org/afghanistan.html 
This link is helpful for delegates to get a few examples of the types of genocides that have occurred                   
and continue to do so in Afghanistan.  
 

2. Afghan Holocaust 
http://afghangenocide.blogspot.com/  
Provides further insight into the topic by allowing delegates to explore events that have occurred in                
Afghanistan regarding genocide.  
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