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United Nations Human Rights Council 
 

I. Introduction 
“The UN Human Rights Council (HRC) is the principle intergovernmental body within the             

United Nations (UN) system responsible for strengthening the promotion and protection of human             
rights around the globe, and for addressing and taking action on human rights violations around the                
globe.” Throughout the year, the Council meets in forums to discuss human rights violations around               
the globe. The Council makes recommendations on how to implement human rights and responds              
to emergencies. The Council can make international commissions of inquiry and fact-finding            
missions to investigate and respond to human rights violations. The Council also helps bring              
violators of human rights to light and justice (“Human Rights Council”). 

Over the last five years, an estimated 265,000 people have left the Northern Triangle of               
Central America (NTCA), which includes the countries of El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras,             
with the large majority bound for the United States. In 2019 alone, an estimated 508,000 people                
will leave their homes.  

The countries that make up the NTCA are some of the poorest countries within the western                
hemisphere. Economically, the NTCA suffers from a historical concentration of land ownership and             
economic power in the hands of a small group of elites, resulting in extreme inequality. This lack of                  
economic security has led many people to search for jobs outside of the region. Vulnerability to                
natural disasters are also a cause of migration. In 2018, the World Risk Index listed El Salvador and                  
Guatemala among the 15 countries in the world most at risk from natural disasters, such as                
droughts.  

Security conditions are another major factor for many of those migrating. In the 2000s,              
homicide rates rose dramatically, because the region serves as a corridor for narcotics bound for               
the United States. Criminal organizations battle one another and local affiliates in “turf wars.” Due               
to the lack of economic opportunity, recruitment of young people into these gangs is common.               
Beyond violence from criminal organizations, violence in the home and other forms of crimes are               
common.  

The final major cause for migration is the sense that the local governments cannot or will                
not do anything to improve the lives of the people. Civil wars plagued this region from the 1970s to                   
1990s. Since then, there has been a transition to democracy, but rampant bribery, embezzlement of               
state funds, and a very low tax collection rate has left little funds for social services. Thus,                 
educational attainment remains low, poverty is persistent, and society, in general, has been             
unstable (Meyer, and Taft-Morales). 
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II. History and Description of the Issue 
To understand the issue of Central American migration from the Northern Triangle            

countries of Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvador some terminology is necessary. According to             
the 1951 Convention, a refugee is “a person who is outside his or her country of nationality or                  
habitual residence; has a well-founded fear of being persecuted because of his or her race, religion,                
nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion; and is unable or unwilling               
to avail him or herself of the protection of that country, or to return there, for fear of persecution…                   
Refugees are forced to flee because of a threat of persecution and because they lack the protection                 
of their own country.” In contrast, “A migrant may leave his or her country for many reasons that                  
are not related to persecution, such as for the purposes of employment, family reunification or               
study. A migrant continues to enjoy the protection of his or her own government, even when                
abroad.” It also clarifies certain categories of people, such as war criminals, who do not qualify for                 
refugee status. Non-refoulement refers to the practice that a migrant should not be returned to a                
country where he or she faces serious threats to his or her life or freedom. When discussing the                  
obligations of host countries regarding asylum to refugees, the UN defines international protection             
as, “safeguarding the rights of refugees and others of concern and assisting them to cope with the                 
many difficulties and dangers that they face” ("Providing International Protection"). 

Migration from the NTCA has been common since these countries gained independence            
from Spain in the 19th century as people of indigenous descent frequently lost land from               
privatization efforts led by plantation owners of Spanish descent. Continued tensions related to the              
concentration of wealth and political power are the origins of the migration patterns of El Salvador,                
Guatemala and Honduras. 

In the case of El Salvador, starting in the early 1980s, a civil war erupted between the                 
military-led government and leftist Farabundo Martí National Liberation Front (FMLN). “Under the            
umbrella of the Cold War, the U.S. amplified its presence in the region, especially El Salvador, in                 
order to defeat the guerrillas of the FMLN,” said Xochitl Sanchez of the Central American Resource                
Center (CARECEN) in Los Angeles. “The United States is complicit in creating the rampant and               
bloody gang violence, dire poverty, displacement and migration from El Salvador” (Kazdin).            
Infamously, in 1981 a massacre in the village of El Mozote resulted in the death of 700-1000                 
unarmed civilians, including women and children. Throughout the war from 1980-1992, an            
estimated 80,000 Salvadorans were killed. The U.N. estimates that 85% of the civilian deaths were               
at the hands of the Salvadoran military and death squads. Despite this civil war, the Reagan                
administration refused all but 3% of asylum seekers from Guatemala and El Salvador. They denied               
that there were human rights violations and designated them economic migrants, and thus not              
refugees deserving of international protection. In 1990, Congress passed legislation that designated            
Salvadorans Temporary Protected Status (A Century of U.S. Intervention Created the Immigration            
Crisis). According to the Migration Policy Institute, “Under current law, the Homeland Security             
Secretary may designate a country for TPS when one of three circumstances occurs: there is               
‘ongoing armed conflict’ that creates unsafe conditions for returning nationals; there has been an              
earthquake, flood, drought, epidemic, or other environmental disaster that makes the state            
temporarily unable to accept the return of its nationals, and the state has requested TPS               
designation; or ‘extraordinary and temporary’ conditions in a state prevent its nationals from             
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returning safely” (Bergeron, and Messick). By 2018, when President Trump ended TPS status for              
El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Haiti, there were 200,000 Salvadorans living in the United              
States under this program (Tseng-Putterman). 

For Guatemala, reforms starting in the late 1940s threatened the hegemony of the United              
Fruit Company, leading to a 36 year civil war. In 1947 a new Guatemalan government tried to end                  
enact labor codes that gave workers the right to unionize and demand pay raises for the first time.                  
The United Fruit Company, which was the largest employer and landowner in the country, lobbied               
the U.S. government for intervention. Five years later, the new president Jacobo Árbenz issued the               
Agrarian Reform Law to redistribute land to 500,000 landless (and mostly indigenous) peasants. In              
reaction, the United Fruit Company influenced President Eisenhower to authorize the CIA to             
overthrow President Árbenz. Ending ten years of democratic rule in the country, the U.S. helped               
install Carlos Castillo Armas who rolled back land reforms and cracked down on peasant and               
workers’ movements. These efforts continued throughout the 1960s as CIA Green Berets and other              
counterinsurgency advisors aided the authoritarian Castillo Armas government in repressing          
left-wing movements (Tseng-Putterman). U.S. President Jimmy Carter in the late 1970s, pressured            
Guatemala’s government to stop the abuse of the Guatemalan people and barred the sale of military                
equipment. However, President Ronald Reagan undid these efforts andsent financial support and            
military advisors to the Guatemalan government (Bracken). In 1981, the Guatemalan Army            
launched “Operation Ceniza” to “counterattack” and “retaliate” against the growing Marxist           
guerrilla movement. This operation led to the bombing and looting of entire villages, execution of               
residents, and the use of U.S. provided high-grade military equipment. The Reagan administration             
approved $2 billion for covert CIA program on top of almost $23 million worth of military                
helicopters, trucks, and jeeps already approved for the Guatemalan Army (Tseng-Putterman). In the             
36-year civil war from 1960-1996, an estimated 200,000 people were killed. “Hundreds of             
thousands of people were displaced in the 1980s,” said Elizabeth Oglesby, an associate professor of               
Latin American studies at the University of Arizona. “People were fleeing violence and massacres              
and political persecution that the United States was either funding directly or at the very minimum,                
covering up and excusing” (Kazdin).  

The origins of migration to the United States for Hondurans shares many similarities to              
those of El Salvador and Guatemala, but the scale of violence was smaller and large migration took                 
place much later. In 1911, the deposed Honduran President Manuel Bonilla’s coup, which started              
years prior with the assistance of the U.S. military and American entrepreneurs, succeeded against              
President Miguel Dávila. Later that year, Bonilla was elected president. He rewarded his U.S.              
backers, including Dole Food Company (formerly Vaccaro Bros. and Company) and Chiquita Brands             
International (formerly United Fruit Company) with grants of natural resources and tax incentives.             
By 1914, these corporations would own one million of the nation’s best land. The ownership of                
which was frequently protected by the deployment of U.S. military forces. From the 1920s to the                
1980s, Honduras suffered political instability and violence between leftist rebels and the rightist ,              
U.S.-supported governments ("3. Honduras (1902-Present)"). In 1998, Hurricane Mitch killed          
10,000 people in Honduras and Nicaragua. It also left three million people homeless and greatly               
weakened the economies of these countries. Both subsistence and export crops were heavily             
damaged, leaving many people unemployed and without food. Diseases spread more easily as water              
systems were contaminated and healthcare facilities and other infrastructure were greatly           
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damaged (Smith). Migration to the United States spiked the following year. In 1998, 10,600              
migrants were apprehended by Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), but that number            
grew to 18,800 in 1999. Overall, the number of Honduran immigrants in the United States               
increased to 283,000 in 2000. In response to Hurricane Mitch, TPS status was extended to               
Hondurans already in the United States allowing them to remain legally in the United States until                
2002 (Reichman).This designation has been reauthorized several times; however, the Trump           
administration ordered this protection to be removed, which could end the special immigration             
status for 57,000 Hondurans who currently receive this designation (Gomez). 

While this region has seen greater economic stability and diversification of the economy             
since the 1980s and 1990s when there was a shift towards market-oriented economic policies,              
these changes have not meant improved living conditions for the people in this region. The fact that                 
the populations of these countries are young provides the opportunity for economic growth, but the               
region does not provide enough employment to absorb the large labor supply. Thus, while the labor                
force increased by 353,000 people in 2017, fewer than 35,000 jobs were created in the formal                
economy. The large majority of jobs were in the informal sector, which do not offer protections or                 
benefits. Alternatively, these young people searched for jobs elsewhere (Meyer, and Taft-Morales).  

The case of Honduras under the Dominican Republic-Central American Free Trade           
Agreement (CAFTA-DR) can serve as a case study of how neo-liberal economic policies have              
influenced migration. Originally, CAFTA-DR supporters claimed before its passage in 2005 that the             
free trade deal would slow migration to the U.S., but a study in 2017 by the AFL-CIO found that                   
immigration from Central America to the U.S. has steadily risen. CAFTA-DR’s passage meant that              
U.S. agricultural exports flooded Central America. In fact, exports to the three northern triangle              
countries were the fastest growing from $1.1 billion in 2006 to $2.2 billion in 2016. U.S.-based                
agribusiness firms exported corn, soybeans, wheat and rice to CAFTA countries at prices below the               
cost of production - a process known as “dumping.” These low prices have made it difficult for                 
Central American farmers to compete in the market. In Honduras, for example, the report found               
““Under CAFTA, large agricultural interests have shifted production to compete in the global market              
and have displaced many subsistence farmers and campesinos … including Afro-descendent           
Garifuna workers, who described how they were pushed from land where they grew beans or corn,                
while corporate plantations are expanding oil palm cultivation.” A 2017 Oxfam report also found              
that water contamination from Cargill’s palm oil supplier polluted the La Pasion River in Guatemala               
leading to massive fish kill. CAFTA-DR included labor provisions, but enforcement of the rules is               
non-existent according to a 2014 GAO report. The report cites violence against labor union leaders,               
wage violations, and blocking labor inspections (Lilliston). 

Recent years have also seen the impact of climate change on migration patterns. In 2018 the                
World Risk Index listed El Salvador and Guatemala among the 15 countries in the world most at                 
risk from natural disasters. One example of an ongoing problem is the Central America Dry Corridor                
which encompasses 58% of El Salvador, 38% of Guatemala, and 21% of Honduras. This area is                
extremely susceptible to irregular rainfall leading to food insecurity. Due to this insecurity,             
households engage in extreme coping strategies such as taking on debt to survive, selling off land,                
and emigrating. (Central American Migration: Root Causes and U.S. Policy). Almost half the corn and               
bean crops were lost in 2018 after torrential rains came through the region following droughts that                
started in 2015. Another study from the Guatemalan System of Climate Change Sciences found that               
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those who were most at-risk for climate-related damage to their harvests were subsistence             
farmers and indigenous populations (Climate change, CAFTA and forced migration). A report            
from the World Food Programme found that 47% of the families interviewed were food insecure               
and that 72% were conducting “emergency” coping strategies such as selling their land, farm              
animals and tools to buy food. Seventy-eight percent of family members receive remittances from              
abroad and 42% said that these remittances were their only source of income (“New study               
examines links”). As evidenced above, there is great pressure on those able to move to the United                 
States. 

While international migration has largely been conducted by young men, there has been a              
large increase in the number of women immigrating largely as a result of domestic violence and                
violence from criminal organizations. According to the UN office on Drugs and Crime, Honduras              
ranks first, El Salvador fifth, and Guatemala 6th in homicides. In many areas, the violence has                
surpassed the governments’ ability to protect victims or to provide redress in the form of               
investigations and prosecution. In 2014, 66,000 families arrived in the United States. According to              
the UN report “Women on the Run” the female migrants from Central American stated that they                
faced extreme levels of violence, including rape, assault, extortion, and/or threats from members of              
criminal armed gangs on a near daily basis in their home countries. Eighty-five percent described               
living in neighborhoods under the control of local or transnational gangs such as Mara Salvatrucha               
(MS-13) and the 18th Street Gang (M-18) who frequently fight turf wars. Sixty-four percent              
describe being the targets of direct threats and attacks as at least one of the primary reasons for                  
their flight. Many reported incidents in which gang members murdered or were responsible for the               
forced disappearance of a loved one. They also reported being threatened with harm if they could                
not pay a “cuota” (a fee) for living or commuting to work in a certain area. Many women and                   
children stated that they remain barricaded in their homes unable to go to school or work for fear                  
of gunfights or because they received direct threats. Their fears seem well-grounded considering             
that 62% reported seeing dead bodies in their neighborhoods and many women and children said               
that they saw dead bodies weekly. Those interviewed felt that they had no choice but to flee after                  
threats or actual harm became so intolerable. Others left after a particular attack took place.               
Compounding this problem is that this violence occurred alongside domestic violence: degrading            
forms of domestic violence, including repeated rapes, sexual assaults, and physical abuse such as              
beatings with baseball bats and other weapons. These women reported that the police could not               
protect them from harm. Forty percent said that they did not report harm to police because they                 
saw the process as futile based on the experiences of people they knew who had made reports. The                  
situation of contacting authorities is exacerbated when their partners are members of gangs. In fact,               
10% said the police or other authorities were the source of their harm in their home countries.                 
Fleeing to other parts of their home countries does not seem to offer much reprieve. Of those                 
interviewed at the U.S. border, more than ⅔ tried to find safety by fleeing elsewhere in their own                  
country, but said this did not help in the long run. When women moved to other neighborhoods, the                  
criminal groups were able to track them. Despite the extreme costs and challenges of the journey                
northward, many women from the NTCA view it as their only option ("Women On The Run -                 
Executive Summary"). 

Another recent change has been the increasing number of children arriving at the Southern              
border. Beginning in October 2011, the US government reported a “surge” in the number of               
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unaccompanied and separated children from NTCA. In 2011, the number was 4,059. By 2012,              
the number had increased to 10,443, and in 2013 the number more than doubled to 21,537. In                 
addition to these children from NTCA, even more Mexican children arrive at the border. In 2011,                
13,000 were apprehended, in 2012, 15,709, and in 2013, 21,537. The UN High Commission on               
Refugees (UNHCR) conducted a study of 404 unaccompanied or separated children, approximately            
100 from each NTCA and Mexico) to understand why these children are leaving their countries of                
origin and if their cases warrant international protection. Two overarching patterns emerged for             
these causes: violence by criminal actors and/or violence in the home. A third category emerged               
among children from Mexico, but was nonexistent or uncommon for the children from the NTCA:               
recruitment into and exploitation by the criminal industry of human smuggling of drugs, and other               
illegal goods. For those children interviewed from El Salvador, 66% cited violence by organized              
crime as primary motivator for fleeing; 21% discussed abuse in the home; 15% discussed both.               
Only one child mentioned the possibility of benefiting from immigration reform in the US. And 28%                
did not mention any serious harm as a reason for leaving. Children who had not been victims,                 
described fear of the inevitability of violence. For Guatemala, the findings of their causes for               
immigration were different: 29% cited deprivation; 23% described abuse in the home ; and 20%               
violence in society. Children from indigenous groups made up 48% of the children from Guatemala.               
Among this subgroup, 55% of those discussing deprivation were from this group; 30% discussed              
abuse in the home; 25% pointed to violence in society; and 5% cited both violence in the home and                   
society. For the children from Guatemala, 62% did not mention serious harm as the reason for                
leaving. Eighty-four percent shared hopes for family reunification, better opportunities for work or             
study, helping their families as the reason for migrating. For the children from from Honduras, 44%                
explained that they were threatened with or were victims of violence by organized crime; 24%               
reported abuse in the home; 11% described both. However, 43% did not mention serious harm as a                 
reason for leaving. Eighty percent shared hopes for family reunification, better opportunities for             
work or study, helping their families as the reason for migrating. Importantly, very few said that                
this was the only reason. As demonstrated above, the reasons for the children fleeing are complex                
and interrelated ("Children On The Run - Executive Summary"). 
 

III. International Response and Bloc Analysis 
 

The 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees (‘1951 Convention’) and the 1967              
Protocol, which amended the 1951 Convention clearly identified who is a refugee and the legal               
protection, assistance, and social rights a refugee is entitled to receive.  

The cornerstone of the 1951 Convention is the principle of non-refoulement contained in             
Article 33, which says that a refugee should not be returned to a country where he or she faces                   
serious threats to his or her life or freedom. The 1967 Protocol removed the geographical and time                 
limits that were part of the 1951 Convention, which was written to address European refugees after                
the Second World War. Thus, the 1951 Convention applies to much more broadly than the original                
1951 Convention. Other rights that refugees are entitled to (although they may be entitled to some                
these rights the longer they remain as refugees) include: the right not to be expelled, except under                 
certain strictly-defined conditions (Article 32); the right not to be punished for illegal entry into the                



 
Guadalajara Model United Nations  
American School Foundation of Guadalajara  

territory of a contracting State (Article31); the right to work (Articles 17 to 19); the right to                 
housing (Article 21); the right to education (Article 22);the right to public relief and assistance               
(Article 23); the right to freedom of religion (Article 4); the right to access the courts (Article                 
16); the right to freedom of movement within the territory (Article 26); and the right to be issued                  
identity and travel documents (Articles 27 and 28). 

The UNHCR is responsible to supervise the implementation of the 1951 Convention. States             
that are party to the convention are required to cooperate with the UNHCR by providing relevant                
statistical data and information. The UNHCR’s role is to contribute to the protection of refugees by:                
“Promoting accession to, and implementation of, refugee conventions and laws; ensuring that            
refugees are treated in accordance with internationally recognized legal standards; ensuring that            
refugees are granted asylum and are not forcibly returned to the countries from which they have                
fled; promoting appropriate procedures to determine whether or not a person is a refugee              
according to the 1951 Convention definition and/or to other definitions found in regional             
conventions; and seeking durable solutions for refugees” ("The 1951 Conventionl"). 

A bloc response to the refugee matter was addressed in the 1984 Cartagena Declaration on               
Refugees. When the convention met in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia in November 1984, Latin              
American states tried to address the lack of institutional infrastructure and legal norms to deal with                
the civil wars in El Salvador, Guatemala, and Nicaragua as well as the repressive dictatorships in                
South America. The resulting declaration was a progressive milestone in several ways:  

1) it broadened the definition of “refugee” to include individuals fleeing “generalized            
violence, foreign aggression, internal conflicts, massive violation of human rights or other            
circumstances which have seriously disturbed public order”’while excluding mention of          
traditionally defined forms of persecution” that could result in objection by the country of              
origin;  
2) it linked and enshrined three distinct threads of international protection—humanitarian           
law, human rights, and refugee rights—in a regional accord; and  
3) it emphasized regional solidarity and the practice of burden-sharing through “solidarity            
resettlement” as the basis for cooperation on humanitarian protection 

Implementation of the Cartagena Declaration has varied greatly across the region and is sometimes              
applied unevenly. For example, in 1999, Chile became the first Latin American country to launch a                
resettlement program, which inspired Mexico to adopt a Plan of Action in 2004 that included a                
Solidarity Resettlement Program. In Uruguay, asylum seekers have the same rights to free legal aid               
services as other residents. On the other hand, Panama does not offer protection to asylum seekers                
as they await a decision on their asylum claims, which can take six months or more (Esthimer). 

In addition to the UN Human Rights Council, other UN organizations that could be involved               
in this matter would be the UN High Commission on Refugees (UNHCR), the UN High Commissioner                
for Human Rights, Food Administration Organization (FAO), UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), World            
Health Organization (WHO), the World Bank, and the International Monetary Fund (IMF). Regional             
Groups that would be stakeholders in this process include the Organization of American States              
(OAS) and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). 

Relevant non-governmental organizations related to these matters include: the         
International Organization for Migration (IOM), Amnesty International, the International         
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Save the Children, Catholic Relief Services, Episcopal Migration              
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Ministries, Human Rights Watch, NGO Committee on Migration (CoM), Migrants Rights           
International (MRI), and World Vision International (WVI).  
 

IV. Committee Mission  
 

Throughout the ongoing debate on possible ways guaranteeing human rights for Central            
American migrants, all delegates must keep in mind that the committee’s main purpose is to               
promote and protect human rights around the globe. In the case of these migrants, it is important to                  
keep in mind some of the human rights that might be potentially be violated in the process of                  
fleeing, resettling, and repatriation. The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural            
Rights is meant to promote and protect: the right to work in just and favourable conditions; the                 
right to social protection, to an adequate standard of living and to the highest attainable standards                
of physical and mental well-being; the right to education and the enjoyment of benefits of cultural                
freedom and scientific progress. Civil and political rights are also central to human rights as listed in                 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. This covenant includes the freedom of              
movement, protection of minority rights, equality before the law, and prohibition of torture, cruel              
or degrading treatment or punishment. It is the duty of the Human Rights Council to address                
situations of human rights violations and make recommendations on them. In addition, the Human              
Rights Council requires all 192 UN member states to conduct the Universal Periodic Review every               
four years. This review allows each state to present the measures it has taken and the challenges it                  
faces to improve the human rights situation in their country (“Human Rights”). 
 
Questions for Further Consideration  
 

1. How can economic development be encouraged in the Northern Triangle countries so that             
young people can imagine a better future in their countries of origin? 

2. How can criminal organizations be reduced so that violence and the threat of violence is not                
as much of a concern? 

3. How can domestic conditions improve so that domestic violence is not added to the reasons               
why people flee their home countries? 

4. How can other states in the region help receive asylum seekers receive education, housing              
and work, among other rights? 

5. How can the obligation of non-refoulement be ensured in states that receive asylum             
seekers? 

6. How can the UN, UN Agencies, and NGOs improve access to basic needs so that fewer                
children are migrating caused by deprivation. 

7. To what extent are developed nations responsible for the effects of climate change that              
disproportionately harm people in the developing world? 

8. To what extent do efforts to improve the  perceptions of  
 

V. Annotated links for further research  
 
The following links are meant to guide delegates and help them in their research: 

a) Country Links 
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UN Member States 
This link provides an overview of each country in the United Nations.  
 
The World Factbook 
Provides information of all the nations of the world.  
 
El Salvador: Civil War, Natural Disasters, and Gang Violence Drive Migration 
Detailed article on the historical and current Salvadoran migration patterns. The second half 
of the article discusses current issues, policies, and future issues. 
 
Guatemalan Migration in Times of Civil War and Post-War Challenges 
Details the Guatemalan migration patterns past and present and current policies that affect 
Guatemalans. 
 
Honduras: Background and U.S. Relations 
Details the Honduras migration patterns past and present and current policies that affect 
Hondurans. 

 
b) Committee Links 

UN Human Rights Council 
Main website of the UN Human Rights Council.  
 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCR): Latin American Region 
Webpage includes links to specific countries and UN articles that address those countries. 
 
Food Administration Organization (FAO): Country Profiles 
Webpage includes links to specific countries and FAO articles that discuss the organization’s 
efforts in those countries. 
 
UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
Main website of organization. The search feature will link the use to specific articles on the 
countries. 
 
World Health Organization (WHO) Country Profiles 
Webpage includes links to specific countries and FAO articles that discuss the organization’s 
efforts in those countries. Insight into specific health challenges is provided. 
 
The  World Bank Group: Country Profiles 
Webpage includes links to specific countries and FAO articles that discuss the organization’s 
efforts in those countries. Insight into specific development programs and economic 
information is provided. 
 
 

http://www.un.org/en/member-states/
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/el-salvador-civil-war-natural-disasters-and-gang-violence-drive-migration
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/guatemalan-migration-times-civil-war-and-post-war-challenges
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL34027.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/home.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/LACRegion/Pages/LACRegionIndex.aspx
http://www.fao.org/countryprofiles/en/
https://www.unicef.org/
https://www.who.int/countries/en/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/where-we-work
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The International Monetary Fund (IMF): Country Profiles 
Webpage includes links to specific countries and FAO articles that discuss the 
organization’s efforts in those countries. Insight into specific development programs and 
economic information is provided. 

 
c) Topic Links 

International Organization for Migration 
Strategic Plan for Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador. Marco Operacional Para 
Situaciones de Crisis Migratoria 
 
Suggested policies from the NGO Committee on Migration 
Specific policy recommendations related to a broad range of immigration issues. 
 
Central American Immigrants in the United States 
Detailed article providing information regarding the migration demographics of Central 
American immigrants to the United States. 
 
Climate Change and Natural Disasters Displace Millions, Affect Migration Flows 
Article that describes the effects of climate change and natural disasters on immigration, 
especially from developing states. 
 
Increased Central American Migration to the United States May Prove an Enduring 
Phenomenon 
Article that looks at recent trends in Central American immigration to the United States.  
 
Drought in the Dry Corridor of Central America 
Article that discusses the Dry Corridor in Central America and how in certain times 
droughts and rains can be made worse due to the El Niño and La Niña effects. 
 
Take Five: Fighting femicide in Latin America 
This website is the official United Nations Women were it analyzes femicides in Latin 
America and gives information of what UN Women is doing about it.  
 
FOOD SECURITY AND EMIGRATION: Why people flee and the impact on family members 
left behind in El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras  
Report that details the connection between climate/food production and migration. 
 
Women On The Run - Executive Summary 
Presents findings and policy recommendations.  

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.imf.org/en/countries
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/our_work/DOE/MCOF/Plan%20Estrategico%20MCOF%20-Guatemala%20Honduras%20Y%20El%20Salvador.pdf
https://ngomigration.files.wordpress.com/2018/12/ngo-com-policies-and-practices-for-gcm-implementation_rev-3-dec-2018.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/central-american-immigrants-united-states
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/climate-change-and-natural-disasters-displace-millions-affect-migration-flows
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/increased-central-american-migration-united-states-may-prove-enduring-phenomenon
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/increased-central-american-migration-united-states-may-prove-enduring-phenomenon
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